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‘American Gothic’ awakens the 


Theatre raising 
money for trip to 
Edinburgh Festival 


By JENNIFER SANCHEZ 
Correspondent 


Every August, the Edinburgh 
International Festival in Scotland 
converts one of the world’s most 
magnificent cities, showcasing three 
thrilling weeks of the finest creators 
and performers from the world of 
the arts for everyone. 

Edinburgh’s six major theatres 
and concert halls, a few smaller ven- 
ues and often some unconventional 
ones as well, come to life with the 
best classical music, opera, dance 
and visual art from all across the 
globe. 

This year, from Aug. 3rd to the 
15th, Northern Essex’s very own 
theatre students will be there to per- 
form “American Gothic; the Poetry 
of Edgarly Masters”, a play made up 
of random characters, all of whom 
are dead and speaking about their 
lives. NECC theatre coordinator, 
Susan Sanders, says she and hus- 
band/theatre teacher, Jim Murphy, 
really wanted to do something they 
felt pushes the boundaries of theatre. 


a 


The students will be performing in 
Old Saint Paul’s Church basement, 
which Susan says has great space 
and excellent seating. 

Not many props will be used for 
the play, simply a bench, hat rack, 
and an American flag. Nor will 
there be a scenery. 

Sanders makes all of the cos- 
tumes for the play herself, and says 
that is what will enhance the scene. 
“T’ve been working almost all day 
on making these shirts look dirty,” 
she said, while holding out her dye- 
stained hands. 

Meanwhile, Murphy works with 
his students on their acting and cre- 
ating their characters. Both, howev- 
er, work together on the staging. 

Sanders says she enjoys being 
able to work along side her husband. 
“We can have production meetings 
over dinner,” said Susan playfully. 

Sanders said she likes the irony 
that takes place that takes place in 
the play. 

She also likes the story of one 
character, Lydia Puckett, who thinks 
her ex-boyfriend went to war 
because she dumped him when in 
reality he left because he stole his 
neighbors dog. 

When asked what kinds of 
Scottish foods the students might 
look forward to eating, Susan spoke 
of the Scottish national dish, haggis, 
a breakfast sausage made up of 


ow 7 your trivia! 


the "annual President's day trivia contest sponsored by ‘the 
i a a are ire Maisapane Chris Garth, peperearelin and 


sheep guts and oats. “I like haggis. 
Most people don’t,” said Susan. 

However, the most important 
activity the theatre students will be 
taking part in while in Edinburgh is 
“busking.” 

Busking is when all the differ- 
ent acts from the festival stand in an 
open space to promote their show. 

Bystanders can approach them 
and grab a flyer of their show or 
even ask them to act out a piece of it 
to try and sell it to them. 

Graphic Design student Kelly 
Goodwin, designed the American 
Gothic posters, which are now 
around the NECC campus, and will 
also be designing the flyers that will 
be handed out in Edinburgh. 

From the looks of it, NECC the- 
atre students are in for a real treat. 
“J will be doing a video diary of the 
entire trip from rehearsal to putting 
the show up in Scotland, and I will 
be posting it up on Youtube,” said 
theatre student and stage manager, 
Dustin Kelly. 

As of right now, however, the 
theatre department, as a whole, is 
still trying to raise enough funds for 


- the trip. How they are going about 


this, you might ask? Sanders says 
“One nickel at a time,” and that it 
has not been easy. Some students 
are even working three jobs. 
Theatre student, Diedree 
Glassford, says she plans on becom- 


dead 


The Top Notch players strike a pose in their costumes 
for “American Gothic: the poetry of Edgarly Masters.” 


ing an actress and working in the- 
atre. As a matter of fact, she wants 
it so bad that she is paying for the 
entire trip out of pocket. 

She comes from a single parent 
home and gets no financial aid, nor 
does she have any scholarships. 
“But that’s how bad I want this,” 
said Glassford. 


Twenty thousand dollars still 
needs to be raised before the theatre 
department will have enough money 
for their trip to Edinburgh, and 
Sanders says they are willing to take 
any donations. If you would like to 
help you can reach Susan at 
ssanders@necc.mass.edu or Jim at 
jmurphy@necc.mass.edu. 


Show us 
your talent 


Talent show being 
held will benefit The 
Food Project-Boston 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Calling all singers, poets and 
dancers! Do you think that you have 
talent? Do you have what it takes to 
be a star? Than perform in the NECC 
talent show on Monday, April 23rd. 

The talent show is being spon- 
sored by the Community Outreach 
Group. Although the show is free, 
donations towards The Food Project, 
Boston are appreciated. The Food 
Project helps youths and adults build 
sustainable food systems. 

“This is a tough time and there 


are a lot of people out there, so it 
would be nice to donate a little some- 
thing,” Mary Mattison said, NECC 
student and member of Community 
Outreach Group. 

Additionally , there are some 
members of the NECC faculty who 
will be performing. 

“We have some terrific people 
already lined up, including a high 
ranking administrator who will 
showcase his musical talents. All are 
welcome,” said Professor Meredith 
Gunning, advisor of Community 
Outreach Group. 

The talent show will take place in 
lecture hall A in the C-building from 
11-1:30 and all are welcome to 
attend. 

Anyone who is interested in per- 
forming can contact Professor 
Gunning at: 


mgunning@necc.mass.edu. 


This month saw the 
release of our annual, 
“Absurder” edition where 
our staff had the opportunity 
to poke fun at NECC. It was 
interesting to see the stark 
contrast of our staffs sense 
of humor and _ Boston 
University’s humor when it 
came to producing joke 
issues. Their issue garnered 
much media attention and 
the resignation of their stu- 
dent editor-in-chief. We 
won’t go into detail about 
their issue, but what they 
published was in bad taste 


BU humor taints 
student newspapers 


and above all, plain stupid. 

This lapse in judgement 
on the student’s part will 
surely make college campus- 
es across the country re-eva- 
lute their student run news- 
papers. 

The NECC 
hopes that this blunder made 
by the newspaper staff at BU 
will not taint the reputation 


Observer 


and intergrity of this publica- 
tion. We do hope that a les- 
son can be brought from all 
this, and that is: know who’s 
in charge. And make sure 
you trust them. 
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A sense of humor can 
take a person a long way 
through life; personal rela- 
tionships, career paths, etc. 
There are those who can do 
it, and those who cannot. For 
those who cannot, don’t do 
it. Simple. 

We take pride in our, 
“Absurder™ 
stand by our ability to know 


edition, and we 


when a joke is decent or not. 
April Fool’s is meant to 
bring joy, not undue hard- 
ship and burnt reputations. 


BU, get it together. 


Roaming Reporter 


_MCT Campus Editoral 


What is an awkward/strange 
experience you've had at NECC: 


Fadia Chahine 
Psychology 


“You coming up to me and asking 


Tyler Larcome 
Business 


me ‘What is an awkward experi- 


ence you've had at NECC?”. 


Do you need 


to contact us? 


Address 


Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


“Nothing that really stood out.” 


Mike Martino 

Middle/High School Education 
“Summer 2010, my entire class 
came to school on Bunker Hill 
day, the college was closed, we 
had class anyways. Public speak- 
ing prevailed.” 


Photos/Interviews by Chantal McGovern 
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Spring 2012 Staff 


Executive Editor: Chantal McGovern 
Andy Robinson 
Everson Tavares 
S.JA 


Opinion Editor: 
News Editor: 
Campus Life Editor: 


Shannon LeClare-Pena 
Elementary Education 
“Halloween.” 


Joyce Cedeno 

Lab Science 

“Everyday is an awkward experi- 
ence at NECC, but fun.” 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 

The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publi- 
cation may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at 
the newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for ver- 
ification. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the sub- 
ject line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. Please 
email to observer(@necc.mass.edu But, if you wish to submit a letter via- 
paper: Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 
01830 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 


Features Editor: Michele Simon 
Sports Editor: Josh Peltonovich 
A&E Editor: Michael Litman 
Copy Editor: Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Asst. Copy Editor: Melissa Almonor 
Staff Writer: 
Circulation Manager: Chantal McGovern 


aie Publication schedule 


978-556-3397 


Ad a 
978-556-3397 


Issue Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 


Lisa Lemoi 


Lawrence Circulation Manager: Andy Robinson 
Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


April25 April 22 


May 9 


May 2 


Have you takeh or are currently taken Journalism 1 
and would like to be on staff? Then submit your 
resume to observer@necc.mass.edu 


The NECC Observer reserves the 
right to edit, condense and refuse 
all submissions. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Letter: Grad Icelandic band “ 


talks NECC 


To the NECC Campus 
Community, 


1 graduated from NECC in the 
spring of 2010. Soon after that I 
transferred to The University of 
Massachusetts, Ambherst, where 
today | ran into a dear friend of mine 
from my time at NECC. 

Seeing her and talking about all the 
amazing progress of some of my for- 
mer clubs, as well as hearing about 
how involved people are getting has 
really warmed my heart. 

I will be graduating this spring from 
UMass but I can say with full honesty 
that I will (and do) miss NECC more 
than I will UMass. Though I received 
an excellent education here, NECC 
went above and beyond its responsi- 
bilities not only to educate me, but 
also to foster an environment in 
which I really was able to discover 
myself. 

I feel it’s important for me to write 
this letter to just let you all know how 
great of an education NECC offers. I 
miss the close-knit community, the 
dedicated teaching staff, and the 
ample opportunities to really get 
involved and make a difference. 

My time at NECC really allowed me 


to grow and figure out who I was. It 
provided me with an affordable edu- 
cation as well as offering me a road 
to an otherwise unaffordable 4-year 
establishment, it taught me values 
that I will carry along with me for the 
rest of my life, and I met some really 
amazing people. It’s an incredible 
environment of which I am an 
incredibly proud alum. 

So in speaking to the class of 2012 
and all future graduates, I wish you 
the best of luck in your endeavors 
and | hope that NECC had the impact 
on you that it did me. And in the spir- 
it of my prior work in different clubs, 
I hope you give COG, GSA, and the 
Honors Program a quick look. They 
were significant pieces of the com- 
munity that really let me discover 
who I am. 

I look forward to seeing and follow- 
ing the progress of NECC and hope- 
fully someday I can contribute to the 
school for all it has done for me. 


Congratulations to the class of 


2012! Enjoy and be proud of every 
one of your accomplishments! 


Sincerely, 


Reanne Malesky 


rocks Boston 


“Of Monsters and 
Men” takes Boston 


and nation 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
Opinion Editor 


Of Monsters and Men is a band 
known by few if brought up in a con- 
versation, but they certainly surprised 
everyone when they over sold their 
show at the Brighton Music Hall and 
then bumped to the House of Blues. 
That says a lot for a recently formed 
band out of Iceland. Out of Iceland! 

This past weekend, an Icelandic 
indie rock band, Of Monsters and 
Men, played at the House of Blues in 
Boston. I’m just going to come 
rightout and say it. It was the greatest 
show I’ve ever seen. 

I’ve attempted in the past to put into 
readable prose the utter joy and ecsta- 
sy a live concert delivers, such as 
with The Dropkick Murphys’ per- 
formance at Fenway Park last year. 
But I don’t really know how to do 


that. Imagine I am screaming this: Of 


Monsters and Men was freaking awe- 
some! 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 


Totally blown away. Sorry to break 
into hysterical, giddy, fanboy admira- 
tion here, but good God what a show! 
I mean with the combination of truly 
good music, an exceptionally partici- 
pant crowd, and the whole set up of 
white Christmas lights around all the 


Icelandic band, 


* an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


¢ financial aid — up to $18,000 in grants and scholarships for full-time day students. 


¢ career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


¢ lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business administration, business 


studies. communication, graphic design, hospitality administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your degree online 


and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth and Salem, N.H.; and 


Brunswick, Maine. 


Hearing so many great things about SNHU really motivated me to transfer. | was 
attracted to the great advertising program, the size of the campus (the classes 


are the perfect size for me), and the location. 


— Rebecca Scalera, SNHU transfer student 


on campus. on location. online. 


Southern, a 
New Hamp ire 
Univetsity 


mics and instruments and structures, 
it was unbelievable! 
Check out their debut album, “My 


Head is an Animal” with the hit 
you've probably heard, “Little 
Talks.” 


Andy Robinso: m photo 


“Of Monsters and Men” rock the 
House of Blues in Boston. 


For More Information: 
T: 603.645.9611 | Email: transfer@snhu.edu 
www.snhu.edu/observer 
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Awkward experiences at NECC 


You never know what 
can happen at a 
communitiy college 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


The 
strange/outlandish/creepy places, 
however, having wandered to many 
places I can say with the most cer- 
tainty that no place is as 
strange/awkward as NECC. 

Now, I am not talking at all 
about the design although, having 
been here until late into the night 
when it is dark is undoubtedly 
creepy. But, I am talking about the 
experiences | have had at NECC 

With this being one of my last 
issues writing for the Observer I 
have decided to share them with 
you. Here they are including, but 
not limited to the following. 

1.) Two years ago, I was walk- 
ing by the bus stop listening to the 


final score on the soundtrack of 


“Inception” when I spotted a heavi- 
ly bearded man at the bus stop. 
He had what appeared to be a 


lighter and a spoon in his hands. If 


that wasn't enough, he smiled and 
waved to me. Yes, that is right he 


. 


world is full of 


WAVED. 

Before, I could report anything 
to security he hopped on the bus and 
I haven't seen him again. He was 
probably just a hitchhiker passing 
through Massachusetts. I have this 
hunch though that he didn't make it 
too far. 

2.) In 
someone | was casually acquainted 
with 

Trying to be polite I waved and 
all of a sudden she came running 
toward me, her arms flying all 
about. “He broke up with me,” she 
started screaming and jumped on 
me 


a snowstorm, I saw 


I quickly backed away and 
almost fell into the two feet of snow 
on the ground 

Somehow I managed to get her 
into the bathroom and she said, “He 
broke up with me because he said I 
was too hyper. It's not a good rea- 
son!” 

The worst part was though that 
she wasn't even a student at NECC 
and had to take the bus about two 
hours to get there. Can you imagine 
that? 

3.) One day while walking in 
the hallway having a student ask me 
about when the Student Senate was 
held. I told him what time and 


where it was. 

Then, I said I wasn't in that club 
though. His response was “I know, 
but you should be there because I 
will be calling you out then.” 

As it turns out he was upset 
about an article and thought I was 
crazy. 

After talking to him though he 
came to the conclusion that I was 
not crazy. 

But, to him completely sane 
behavior was yelling at a complete 
stranger in the hallway. And, who is 
getting called out now? 

4.) So, there is this woman that 
is a bit outlandish. Every time I see 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns to the NECC 


Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Explore earning a bachelor’s degree in Business 


Transfer to UMass Dartmouth 


Experience a Day matched with a Business Student. 


Attend and Observe Classes, Lunch Provided. 


Make this important Transfer Decision Fully Informed! 


Call 508.999.8999 to set up your “Experience It All” Visit. 


CHARLTON 


COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 


One of Massachusetts’ most affordable & accredited business educations 


Aas a 
‘AACSB 


\ ACCREDITED / 


her, she always will insist on us 
standing together to see who is 
taller. | know that I am taller than 
her, but she will have me stand there 
and measure us. 

On a particularly gloomy day 
she insisted on doing it again. 
Trying to be polite, | agreed. As we 
were doing this she suddenly 
exclaimed, 

“Wow, her face is full of make- 
ee: 

Everyone within thirty feet 
heard, stopped, and stared. So I ran 
off into the bathroom only to realize 
that I was only wearing Chap Stick. 

5.) On the second day of class 
I realized a guy I went to high 
school with was in my class. Under 
normal circumstance this would be 
fine, if not great to reconnect with a 
former classmate, which is now a 
current one 

However, the problem was that 
in high school he would constantly 
ask me out. 

So every class he would stare at 
me, thinking I would be hypnotized 
by him, fall in love with him and let 
him have my babies 

Then, the class got more diffi- 
cult and he ended up dropping it, 
but he still showed up anyways. 
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News 


Companies return to hiring at colleges 


120 thousand people 


hired in U.S.A 
during March 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
News Editor 


More than 120,000 jobs were 
created last month, bringing the 
national rate down from 8.3% 
(12.7 million unemployed) in 
February to 8.2% in March, the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
reports. Since April 2010, the num- 
ber of long-term unemployed has 
only fallen by 1.4 million. Data 
provided by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics Geographic Profile of 
Employment and Unemployment 
that the 
Massachusetts is at a current unem- 


show state of 
ployment rate of 6.9%. 

Since the U.S. recession began 
in 2008, jobs have been sparse and 
far in between in the “Land of 
Opportunity”. In response to the 
employment drought that the expe- 
rienced and the inexperienced have 
suffered, numerous protests per- 
taining to the lack of job opportu- 
nities in the U.S. have surfaced. 
But a new tide in employment is 
turning, as a recent survey by the 
National Association of Colleges 
and Employers (NACE) found 
2012 hiring is expected to climb 


10.2 percent, above a previous esti- 
mate of 9.5 percent. The NACE 
also found that the median wage 
for first-time job seekers after col- 
lege for 2012 is up 4.5 percent 
higher than a year ago to $42,569. 

Moreover, employment rose in 
food 
drinking places and health care, but 


manufacturing, services, 
was down in retail trade. Retail 
employment dropped 33,800 after 
falling 28,600 the prior month. 

the 


national statistics show 


Among major worker 
groups, 
that the unemployment rates for 
adult men (7.6 percent), adult 
women (7.4 percent), teenagers 
(25.0 percent), whites (7.3  per- 
cent), blacks (14.0 percent), and 
Hispanics (10.3 percent) showed 
little or no change in March. The 
jobless rate for Asians was 6.2 per- 
cent 

Big companies such as Amazon 
and Apple are “finally seeing the 
light” and are now on the hunt for 
new leaders. They are looking for 
creative minds beckoning to 
empires build thick with money; 
and do it faster and smarter with a 
knack to accomplish a task with the 
same amount of speed and effort 
that it takes five people to accom- 
plish together. 

“I think it's really good that 
companies are starting to come 
back to colleges. Actually, it is 


very good, because there has 


always been talent in college. 
You're always going to find some- 
body here who doesn't have a job 
yet eagerly wants one and just has- 
n't met the right person yet,” said 
Katie Lima, 22, a recent NECC 
graduate. 

Economists claim that the life- 
time earnings for workers who 
enter the labor force at time of eco- 
nomic recession are lower than 
lifetime earnings of those who are 
hired amid an economic recovery. 

“It has always been hard com- 
ing out of college and trying to get 
a job immediately. You think they 
are going to hire some young, inex- 
perienced kid over a guy who has 
over twenty years of experience? 
Not in a million years. But it's 
like the 
Movement” and technology that 


events “Occupy 
make you realize times are chang- 
ing, and that the next generation is 
here to stay,” said, Marcus 
Leonard, a part-time student at 
NECC. 

Manufacturing enjoyed another 
month of strong job gains, with 
factories adding 37,000 new posi- 
tions, helped by carmakers such as 
Chrysler, trying to meet the pent- 
up demand for motor vehicles. 
Factory jobs increased by 31,000 
in February. Chrysler said it plans 
to hire 400 interns this year com- 
pared to 256 in 2011. The automak- 


er has also hired almost 4,000 


salaried employees since June 
2009, about a quarter of which are 
new college graduates. The pick-up 
in hiring extends to industries that 
were among the hardest hit during 
the financial crisis, according to a 
PR release from the car manufac- 
turer. 

But sometimes, or rather more 
often than not, students don't 
always have the luxury of talking 
directly with an employer, nor the 
time (or patience) to attend a job 
fair. 

With cutting-edge technology 
as diverse (or complex) as seen in 
today's progressive society, pages 
upon pages of job source websites 
are merely at the tip of your fingers 
and but a click away. 
Snagajob.com, an online source 
dedicated to helping people get 
into the “Hired” club, stands by 
their mission with the philosophy 
that “The dream begins with the 
right job”. Whether it is a competi- 
tive game of “Who you know” ver- 
sus “What you know’ or something 
as simple as distance from home, 
the site could make finding the 
job you. 


Collegehelpers.com is also another 


right easier for 
great online source for students 
looking for work, be it full-time or 
part-time. Finding work shouldn't 
be a vein-popping process, and it's 
websites like these that make the 


search easier for students strug- 


gling to find work. 


“These websites are alot more 
“college-friendly” than most other 
job-related websites. out there like 
Mo n § tie 1°. CeOemeor 
Careerbuilder.com,” said !Johanna 
Rose, a full-time Communications 
major at NECC working towards a 
career in broadcast television. 

Northern Essex Community 
College is not only an institution 
dedicated to the practice of educa- 
tion, but it is also serves as a 
launch pad for students looking to 
enter the workforce. For years, it 
has helped students with job place- 
ment opportunities, building or 
improving a resume, networking 
and key elements to landing the 
job. With opportunities for students 
to make money on or off campus in 
a variety of positions that vary 
from Fitness Intern to Group 
Leader for after school programs at 
the YMCA in Haverhill, Work- 
study offers the experience stu- 
dents will need in the workplace 
with the opportunities they will 
come across and often compete for 
outside of school. For more infor- 
mation on requirements or current 
openings for work-study opportu- 
nities at NECC, speak to faculty 
staff or visit 
www.necc.mass.edu/getting-start- 
ed/financial-aid/work-study/oppor- 


tunities/ 


Money sense: The best essay ever 


How to write a 
winning scholarship 
essay 


By Iat AZuR 
Correspondent 


“Free Money” is a term repeat- 
edly thrown around, loosely used 
to refer to copious amounts of 
financial assistance for college 
students that does.not have to be 
paid back. However, more often 
than not when searching for schol- 
arships and grants, the more legit- 
imate, more substantial sources 
require hours of research, applica- 
tion, and most wearisome of all, 
an essay. Frequently, the essay 
portion of a scholarship applica- 
tion is what stands in the way of 
many fund-seekers and a less 
financially taxing education. To 


remove the guess work from essay 
writing, a NECC professor and 
advisor were interviewed to iden- 
tify the keys to writing the best 
scholarship essay ever. 

Kristin Arnold, PACE 
Transfer Advisor, holds the keys 
She has 
successfully navigated numerous 
students through the scholarship 


to success in her hands. 


application process and as recent- 


ly as last year sor. 

can be credit- , A n 
éwinasst- We want to hear from you. *":""*" 
es with ou with Cuet, 
obtaining over Send letters or opinion columns to the 7°» ° 


$200,000 -to 
continue pur- 
her 
dream to 


suing 


become a doc- 


tor at Tufts 
University. 
When asked 


what top three recommendations 
she might make to scholarship 
writers Kristen offered RDR: 

Read the question very care- 
fully so that you understand what 
is being asked of you. 

Deadline-Be aware of and 
meet all deadlines. 

Revise-have an advisor or use 
SMARTTHINKING to review and 
edit your essay. 


NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Kristin regularly recommends 


utilizing an online tool 
www.smartthinking.com. The site 
offers a variety of tools to assist in 
reviewing and editing your essay. 
It features subject specific, live, 
online tutoring, 24/7 access, and is 
free to NECC students for a limit- 
ed number of hours. For more 
information and/or access contact 


Lynne Nadaeu or your PACE advi- 


teaching 
experience 
would cer- 
tainly have 
the 
track on 


inside 


essay writ- 
ing, but an 


English professor who is also the 
Honors Coordinator is more like 
the holy grail of essay writing! 
According to Ginger Hurajt there 
are a few keys to catching her eye 
when applying for an honors 
scholarship; for the purpose of 
this article and to quote her accu- 
rately we will refer to them as the 
“Thou Shall's” and “Thou Shall 
Not”: : 

Top 3 Thou Shall's 

Thou shall always be yourself 

Thou shall seek advice and/or 
review of your essay 

Thou shall fulfill the require- 
ments of the scholarship 

Top 3 Thou Shall Not's | 

Thou shall not lie about who 
you are or what you've done 

Thou shall not rely on spell 
check alone 

Thou shall not overly use the 
thesaurus 
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By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 

It's the stuff that dreams are made 
of - ming nvastronaut, flying i in 
t n rockets. 
, ‘Shepard 
pric. space flight to 
t American astronaut 
e, America was captivat- 
guts became our heroes, 
es a ee before we only 
I ions. Most 


23, NECC and the local community 
will have a chance to meet and talk to 
one of NASA's most successful 
astronauts, Dr. Franklin Chang-Diaz. 
Chang-Diaz had a successful 25- 
year career as a NASA astronaut, 
achieving a world record of seven 
space flights and conducting numer- 
ous experiments in space. He also is 
the founder and president of Ad Astra 
Rocket Company, an advanced rock- 
et technology company in North 
America, with operations in Webster, 
Texas and Guanacaste, Costa Rica. 
He has a more than average story. 
The ascent to his astounding accom- 
plishments along with his career as 
an astronaut and scientist begins in in 
San José, Costa Rica on April 5, 
1950, when he was born. He is a dual 
citizen of the United States and Costa 


Features 


Rica. He immigrated to America 
when he was a teen. He graduated 
from high school and was accepted 
into MIT, graduating from there in 
1977 with a PhD in plasma physics. 
He. was selected by NASA in May 
1980, and, a€cording to NASA, has 
logged ovet 1,800 hours of flight 
time, including 1,500 hours in jet air- 
craft. During that time at NASA he 
was instrumental in implementing 
closer ties between the astronaut 
corps and the scientific community. 
According to NASA, in his first 
space flight, the 1986 STS 61-C mis- 
sion, he participated in the deploy- 
ment of the SATCOM KU satellite, 
conducted experiments in astro- 
physics, and operated the materials 
processing laboratory MSL-2. 
Among his other accomplishments, 
in 1989, as part of the crew of the 
Space Shuttle Atlantis, he operated 
the Shuttle Solar Backscatter 
Ultraviolet Instrument to map atmos- 
pheric ozone, and performed numer- 
ous secondary experiments involving 
radiation measurements, polymer 
morphology, lightning research, 
microgravity effects on plants, and a 
student experiment on ice crystal 
growth in space. During the eight- 
day flight in 1994 aboard the Space 
Shuttle Discovery, he conducted a 
wide variety of experiments. These 
included biological materials sci- 
ence, earth observation, and life sci- 
ence experiments. As part of the crew 
of the 1996 STS-75 mission he 
worked around the clock, with the 


other astronauts aboard, per- 
forming combustion experi- 
ments and research related to 
USMP-3 microgravity inves- 
tigations used to improve 
production of medicines, 
metal alloys, and semicon- 
ductors. 

Chang-Diaz will be talk- 
ing about his “Journey 
through the American 
Dream” in two presentations 
in the Lawrence community, 
as part of NECC's 50th 
anniversary celebration. Then 
he will be coming to the 
NECC's Haverhill campus 
for what Lis Espinoza, assis- 
tant professor of English, 
says will be a Q&A. 

“Our main purpose is to 
have all students just ask him 
some really good science 
based questions,” she said. “I 
want the students to feel free 
and open to ask questions, 
but I also want to make sure 
that nobody asks him reli- 
gious questions. As scientist we don't 
ask them to ) explain the theory of reli- 
gion to us. 

Espinoza said the main nase in 
bringing Chang-Diaz to NECC is, 
enrich our students with Pia 
at Northern Essex when it comes to 
how science and technology are part 
of our culture as well as our history.” 

She said it was also an important 
ethnic and multicultural opportunity 
as well. “Having a Costa Rican astro- 


naut here is crazy - with education in 
Boston - is amazing. He's a great rep- 
resentative of what we are as a local 
multicultural community.” 
Chang-Diaz will make his pre- 
sentations on Sunday, April 22, from 
2-4p.m. at the Lawrence Senior 
Center, 155 Haverhill St., and again 
on Monday, April 23 from 8:45- 
10a.m. at Lawrence High School, 70- 
71 North Parish St. He will make the 
third Q&A presentation from noon to 
lp.m. on Monday, April 23 at 


Astronaut to visit NECC 


NASA photo 


Dr. Franklin Chang-Diaz, in addition to being a veteran 
NASA astronaut, is also an enormously sucessful scientist. 


NECC's Haverhill campus in the 
David Hartleb Technology Center. 

The Haverhill presentation is 
funded by the Global Studies depart- 
ment and sponsored by the 
Contemporary Affairs Club. The first 
two presentations in Lawrence also 
received support from the NECC 
Fund, the Lawrence Cultural 
Council, and NECC's Hispanic 
Cultural Enrichment Program. All 
presentations are free and open to the 
public. 


Staying competitive leads to success 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Editor 


Community colleges are a melt- 
ing pot much like America is a melt- 
ing pot. In their halls you can find 
adults of all ages. The young inter- 
mingle with the older students, work- 
ing side by side in the classroom. 
They range from the young and eager 
to the older and wiser, to the weary 
and heartbroken after many hard- 
ships in life, with of course many 
falling somewhere in between. 
Regardless of age, scores of students 
carry the torch of hopes and dreams 
for success and a good life. 

After 25 years of not being in 
school Vaughn Abbott, age 54, a 
graphic eet student in his second 


College o found success at NECC 
partly through trying to stay compet- 
itive. 

“| try to find students that are my 
equal or better, and [I look at their 
work and what their output is and | 
really do try to compete against them 
in a lot of ways. I want to be as good 
as they are, and I'd love to be better 
than they are.” 

Being a retuming student, he's 
wondered if he was going to be able 
to cut it and keep up, and how well he 
was going to do. “Coming back to 
school you worry because you're sort 
of an old dog learning new tricks 
again,” he said, like leaming Adobe 
design software such as InDesign, 
Tilustrator and Photoshop. 

He knows his way around a com- 
puter but these programs are all sort 
of new to him and that's why he's 
here - to learn them, he said. “A lot 
of these younger people have had a 
lot more experience on computers 
and computer programs than | have 


had. I find myself trying to compete 
against them is the biggest challenge 
but also for me it has been great 
because I have been rising to the 
challenge.” 

According to folklore there is a 
saying that luck comes in threes; at 
least it did for Abbott when his hard 
work and talent paid off. Abbott 
recently was informed he won the 
Award for Excellence in Illustration 
and Layout design from the Kennedy 
Center American College Theater 
Festival. This was after he’d won the 
right to design and illustrate the 
poster in both of his classes at NECC. 

NECC's theater department's Top 
Notch Players' play “Bedroom 
Farce” was the subject of the design 
of Abbott's winning poster. There 
were two contests presented to the 
Illustration, and Publication & 
Design classes at NECC. Abbott was 
part of the Illustration class that 
worked on the first part of the assign- 
ment, which was to create an illustra- 
tion that suggested that the play 
being advertised was a farce and that 
it was set in a bedroom. 

Susan Sanders, coordinator of 
theater and technical director of the 
Top Notch Players at Northern Essex 
said she went to the Illustration class 
and talked about the play, and the stu- 
dents viewed a clip on YouTube, 
which gave them a sense of the 
humor of the play. She went back a 
week or so later and looked at their 
drawings and made suggestions. 
After the completed drawings were 
turned over to her, Abbott's drawing 
was chosen for the illustration of the 
poster, 

The drawing was then given to 
students in the Publication & Design 
class to add the text. As it tumed out, 
Abbott 
“While 


is class as well 


eral students’ 


work, Abbott's was the best,” said 
Sanders. “I think this is the first time 
we have had a poster done by one 
person.” 

Abbott's poster was then taken to 
the “Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival with the Top 
Notch Players, who were competing 
there. According to Sanders, Abbott's 
poster was chosen at the festival for 
the award because it attracted the 
attention of passersbys with its color 
and the clever design. The judge also 
felt that the text was clear and well 
laid out. It stood out because it was 
an original drawing as opposed to a 
photograph or something down- 
loaded from the internet. 

Abbott has a theater background 
and was once an actor. He attended 
the University of Maryland briefly in 
the theater arts program there. “I've 
seen a lot of theater posters over the 
years,” he said. “Sometimes it pays 
not to try to be too literal with your 
concept, and to try to be more just 
suggesting an idea. I've learned that 
from looking at lots of theater posters 
over the years. That was the concept 
I went with, more of an idea about 
what the play is about, as opposed to 
what exactly a play is about. I think 
that's what maybe caught Susan's eye 
and got the poster to where it is now.” 

Abbott gives credit to the com- 
munity college environment and fac- 
ulty also. 

“I really love the faculty here - 
the teachers that I have. These peo- 
ple, they care so much about you. If 
they see that you are really trying to 
do your work, they are so encourag- 
ing. Almost all the teachers I've had 
here have been terrific.” 

“That's what you get when you 
come to a community college. You 
get that more of that hands on small- 
er sck 


hool sort of feel, in which you 


are interacting with the teachers 
more, and you're getting their input 
and they want you to succeed.” 

He attends school full time, 
works part time in a work-study job 
in the computer lab at the college, 
and he also works part time as bar- 
tender in Newburyport. He said he's 
been at that job for about three years. 

“T've been in the restaurant busi- 
ness for a long time now,” Abbott 
said. “I'm an older student here. As I 
get older | feel like I really need to 
pursue something that means more to 
me and that's kind of brought me to 
NECC - to get an education. I've 


Michele Simon Photo 
Vaughn Abbott holding the poster he designed and 


his award from the Kennedy Theater festival, his third 
honor for designing this poster. 


always had some talent artistically 
with one thing or another and I've 
been drawn to graphic design on a 
personal level - seeing things that 
work well in poster design and on the 
web and things like that. So I decided 
to give it a shot and I've been suc- 
cessful so far.” 

He said he would like to explore 
the job market in December when he 
graduates but he is considering going 
on to a four year college also. 

“I haven't been to school for over 
25 years before I came back but at 
every semester here I've been on the 
dean's list. It's going great for me.” 
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Boston s videogame 
convention brings 
gamers together. 


By: MIKE LITMAN 
A&E EDITOR 


Penny Arcade Expo arrived in 
Boston this past weekend. Being one 
of the biggest videogame conven- 
tions on the east coast. Doors opened 
at 10 p.m. letting everyone partake i 
in the expo hall. The expo hall fea- 
tured many different games and 160 
booths including Borderland 2, Far 
Cry 3, Fire Fall, Assassins Creed 3, 
and so much more. I managed to visit 
most of the booths around the hall in 
the span of 3 days. Even being on 
Easter weekend PAX was very busy. 

Selling Out their 3-day passes, 
as well as Friday and Saturday 
passes, PAX consisted of many 
people across the country and 
beyond. I passed by many people 
who were from Canada, United 
Kingdom, California, Nevada, 
and most of the East Coast. 

While there were many people 
there for videogames, others 
arrive for the table games and 
panels. PAX brings a multitude 
of tabletop and card games that 
people can try out or compete 
with other people. A giant area is 
created with a large number of 
tables to let people play their 
games such as Magic: The 
Gathering, Munchkin, or the 
Penny Arcade Card Game. 

“Tt's the only gaming convention on 
the east coast big enough to attract 


Arts and Entertainment 


Happy PAX-Easter New England - 


well known publishers like Rockstar, 
Gearbox, Square Enix and etc. Who 
get to bring their latest builds of their 
games for gamers to enjoy before it's 
released” says NECC student Nick 
Bianco about the importance of PAX 
to the east coast. 

This is the third year that PAX 
East arrived to Boston. The 
founders are Jerry Holkins and 
Mike Krahulik. They originally 
only had one convention that was 
held in Seattle, Washington 
called PAX Prime. While the 
sales records have not been 
released for this year PAX East 
2011 had over 70,000 people 
making it the largest PAX to 
date. ; 

A big portion of the people 
decided to dress up in costumes 
and be able to dress up as a 
favorite character with no judg- 
ment at all. People dress up all 
across the spectrum from the 
prince in Katamari Damacy to 
Nathan Drake from Uncharted. 
Ubisoft the creators of Assassins 
Creed held a costume contest this 
year for the best-dressed assas- 
sin, So many took this opportuni- 
ty to dress up as Etzio Auditore 
from Assassins Creed 2, 
Brotherhood, and Revelations. 

Lines were extensive and long mak- 
ing some people wait two hours just 
to play a game for 15 minutes. Lines 
were especially longer for games 
such as Borderlands 2, Max Payne 3, 
and Aliens: Colonial Marines. “I felt 
like they were understandably long, 
but the fact that were long was 
annoying. I feel like the enforcers 
could have helped move the line 


along faster. Such as more 
TV's or just more room for 
people” says Christian 
Garrity a NECC student. 
A big factor of PAX that 
everybody loves is the swag. 
The free shirts and the buttons 
make all the lines and booths 
worth checking out. Initially 
people were given a large bag 
full of goodies, from then out 
people received codes to play 
certain games before they 
were released or other free 
gifts to add to your collection 
of nerdy novelty items. “A lot 
of the swag I enjoyed, but a 
lot of the items I enjoyed — 
were from lesser known 
games. But I did enjoy the 


bullet shaped pen from Max Zombies break dancin 


Payne 3.” Said Mat Burke 
from NECC 


On Sunday Gearbox, the waiting for their turn. 


creators of Borderlands, 

Duke Nukem: Forever, and 

Aliens held a panel about some plans 
that Gearbox had in the future. 
People waited in line 2 - to 3 hours to 
sit in on the panel. While at first it 
was extremely boring of a wait, PAX 
and the Gearbox staff started making 
the crowd participate in contests and 
trivia. Being Easter Sunday of course 
many gamers ran into the Easter 
Bunny, who was throwing out plas- 
tic eggs that consisted of a mysteri- 
ous code and a note to appear at the 
Gearbox panel. After a limbo contest 
was held that included Randy 
Pitchford. It was amazing to see how 
someone that is very well known in 
the video game community who was 
able to have fun and just to be a reg- 


ular guy. The same can be said about 
Mikey Neumann. Who made the 
whole line laugh at jokes as well as 
give out trivia questions for free 
Borderlands oriented shirts. After all 
that everyone entered the Manticore 
Theater and received a free slice of 
pizza and sat down. From there a lot 
of news was given to the fans includ- 
ing a brand new character, and the 
release of a $150 edition of 
Borderlands 2. 

PAX East was just recently 
announced to stay in Boston for 
the next 10 years. Making this 
one of the biggest videogame 
expos in the east coast. Not only 
does it bring a lot of revenue to 
the city of Boston, it makes many 


Photo by Chirktien Geestig 


g at the Dance Central 2 boot, 
giving everyone a good laugh and enjoyment while 


gamers happy making them able 
to stay closer to home instead of 
making the trip to San Diego or 
Seattle. With the tickets costing 
65 dollars for 3 days, it is easily 
accessible to many people who 
can't afford to spend too much 
money. PAX will get bigger and 
bigger as each year passes by, not 
only is it one of the first 
videogame conventions on the 
east coast. It also brings major 
first party game developers to 
this side of the country to show 
off their titles. I know that I'll be 
going as much as possible while 
it is in the area. 


Kickstarter successful for all 


By Pat REYNOLDS 
Correspondent 


In the “age of the Internet," 
consumers want to devour media 
how, where, and when they want to. 
Conversely, studios and distributors 
continue to restrict their content 
through a variety of different 
means, including Digital Rights 
Management, or DRM restrictions, 
"region locked" content, and the 
staggering of release windows. 
They do this for films, TV shows, 
songs, video games, as well as 
many other things they may wish to 
restrict. The fight is. simple: content 
holders want control and consumers 
want freedom. 

There are valid and not so valid 
arguments on both sides of the 
issue. Studios tell us that the restric- 
tions on content are there to curb 
piracy. Savvy consumers are frus- 
trated by the segmenting and clut- 


tering of their media by those who ; 


control it. 

Recently there have been a few 
examples of performers and compa- 
nies circumventing the traditional 
studio system through self distribu- 
tion and crowd-sourced funding, on 
a massive scale. 

The first occurred in 
December, when comedian Louis 


C.K. self distributed his stand up 
special "Live at the Beacon 
Theater" via his personal website. 
He financed the special himself and 
planned to give it directly to the 
masses, sans middle man. He also 
chose to give it out "DRM-free," 
meaning the video file would not be 
restricted by region or device, but it 
also made it easier to pirate. 

C.K. said in a statement on his 
website, "The experiment was: if I 
put out a brand new standup special 
at a drastically low price ($5) and 
make it as easy as possible to buy, 
download and enjoy, free of any 
restrictions, will everyone just go 
and steal it? Will they pay for it? 
And how much money can be made 
by an individual in this manner." 

The experiment paid off, big. 
"Live at the Beacon Theater" broke 
even in just 12 hours and grossed 
over $1 million in its first 12 days 
of release. The results were impres- 
sive and made many in the comedy 
community reconsider how they 
were handling the release of their 
material. 

Since then, comedians Aziz 
Ansari and Jim Gaffigan have used 
C.K.'s model to self-release their 
own specials. 

Self distributing is not a new 
concept. Radiohead and other bands 


have been using this method for 
years to release their albums with- 
out label support. With Radiohead 
going as far as to institute a "pay 
what you think is fair" system on 
their album "In Rainbows." 

Filmmaker Kevin Smith made 
waves in 2011 when he announced 
he would be self-releasing and 
"four-walling" his film "Red State" 
during the film's screening at 
Sundance. He planned to tour 
the country with his film in order to 
recoup its $4 million budget. 

Content holders need to recog- 
nize that there is a significant popu- 
lace who are willing to pay for unre- 
stricted, uninhibited, and DRM free 
content. Their efforts aren't curbing 
piracy, those who want to pirate will 
find a way around your content 
walls. 

The second event involves a 
video game company called Double 
Fine Productions, and quite possi- 
bly one of the most impressive 
examples of crowd-sourcing in the 
history of the Internet. 

Double Fine Productions was 
founded by LucasArts veteran Tim 
Schafer in 2000, and gained recog- 
nition for games like "Psychonauts" 
and "Brutal Legend." Schafer's goal 
was to revive the relatively dormant 
"point and click" adventure game. 


His plan: to try and fund the pro- 
ject's $400,000 budget via 
Kickstarter. ; 

Kickstarter, the start-up which 
was founded in 2008, allows for 
projects to be "crowd-funded" by 
backers who will receive weighted 
rewards for their donations. The site 
allows people to help make projects 
a reality, by voting with their wal- 
lets. 

The results of Schafer's efforts 
were staggering. The "Double Fine 
Adventure" project went viral and 
achieved its $400,000 goal in eight 
hours. Then it eclipsed it. To date, 
Double Fine is the highest funded 
project in the history of Kickstarter 
at nearly $3.3 million. 

Why Double Fine? Why not 
the myriad of other projects trying 
to get funded on Kickstarter? 

NECC student Nick Bianco 
has an idea. "Tim Schafer created 
classics like The Monkey Island 
series, Grim Fandango, and is the 
king of Adventure games in general. 
He's also someone that gamers like 
a lot because he listens to his fans 
and is a hardcore gamer himself." 

Bianco continues, "However, 
Double Fine's Kickstarter success 
was solely based on their reputa- 
tion. If an unknown indie company 
wants their first game funded on 


Kickstarter, it's probably going to 
fail miserably because they haven't 
had any prior releases that were suc- 
cessful and haven't established 
themselves a worthy track record." 

Bianco makes a good point. 
Crowd sourcing and self distribu- 
tion are not universally accessible 
avenues. C.K., Ansari, Gaffigan, 
Smith, Radiohead and Double Fine 
are established entities. They have 
built-in fan bases who are familiar 
with them and thus more apt to pur- 
chase or fund their projects. They 
have also gained recognition at least 
partly with the help and financing of 
large studios. 

Because of the Internet, proj- 
ects can now be funded and released 
independently, and advertised via 
sites like Facebook and Twitter. Not 
to say that big studios and distribu- 
tors are obsolete, far from it. They 
still have a place in funding and 
releasing giant, expensive projects 
as well as projects from smaller 
artists who need their support. 

However, for projects on the 
scale of Double Fine and "Live at 
the Beacon. Theater," it has been 
proven that the traditional funding 
and distribution ‘systems may not 
always be the most financially or 
creatively viable path. 
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Talént in the eye of the beholder | 


By MELIssaA ALMONOR 
Copy Editor 


Time and time again com- 
ments are said about how music 
now-a-days has no talent. Well, I 
beg to differ. During every gener- 
ation someone must make com- 
ments such as “you call this tal- 
ent” or “that’s not real music.” It 
happened with rock ‘n’ roll in the 
50’s, rap in the 80’s and now with 
everything else. However, I pre- 
sume that who is and is not talent- 
ed varies from person to person. 
Depending on ones musical pref- 
erences, determines who Is talent- 
ed in their eyes. 

Another factor is what a per- 
son is trying to get out of the 
music. If I wanted to hear amaz- 
ing vocals I would go to a Josh 
Groban concert, where as if I 
wanted to see an amazing stage 
show I might try to see Madonna 
live. Every musical group or 
artist has a niche in the industry, 
something that they do well, 
which sets them apart from the 
others. May it be their vocal abil- 


ity, instruments, songwriting or 
stage presence. What ever their 
niche is, and how it is presented 
that is “their” talent. 

T-pain came on the music 
scene back in 2004 and made 
famous auto-tune, a pitch correct- 
ing tool that has grown to be used 
quite regularly in music today. 
Many criticize the use of auto- 
tune for the fact that any average 
Joe can use the processor and be 
a singer, one really doesn’t need 
to know how to sing anymore. 
Yet, | don’t think that an artist 
could be successful if auto-tune 
was their talent, there has to be 
something more about them. 
Kanye West’s fourth album “808s 
& heartbreak” 
entirely using auto-tune. 


was recorded 

While some criticize him, he 
was equally praised for his cre- 
ativity and stepping outside of his 
comfort zone, Steve Jones of 
USA TODAY had said that "West 
deftly uses the 808 drum machine 
and auto-tune vocal effect to 
channel his feelings of hurt, anger 


and doubt through his well-craft- 
ed lyrics.” Auto-tune isn’t talent 
rather it’s what one does in addi- 
tion to it, that’s the talent. 

Imaging is seen as another 
factor that has been replacing tal- 
ent. They say imaging is more 
important than the talent. 

While I have to agree imaging 
is important for the fact that we 
are much more visual now, just 
because a person has a certain 
image will not make them suc- 
cessful. Look at Kim Kardashian, 
whose image is everywhere, 
weather or not one watches her 
show, everyone knows her. So 
think a 
woman like her would have no 


oné would popular 
problem making a name for her- 
self in the industry...WRONG. 
Kardashian released the single 
“Jam” in March of 2011, which 
failed to chart on the Billboard 
Hot 100. If it was really all about 
imaging, Kim Kardashian would 
be a successful artist and Chris 
Brown would be long forgotten 
about. 


Courtesy Photo 


Josh Groban, musican turned actor. 


It’s not fair to say “there’s no 
talent.” There is, just not in the 
obvious ways we consider a tal- 
ented musician. There is a wider 
variety of music out than ever 
before, and all types require a dif- 
ferent type of talent. That, along 


with the message they are trying 
to convey influences what is 
being put out there. So, opposed 
to thinking music currently is tal- 
ent less, try to think of it as a 
wider range of talent. 


Northern Essex 
Community College 


STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER 


Connecting You with 


the Resources and Services 


You Need to Succeed 


Drop by the 


Student Success Center 
(SSC) and learn about 
resources, services, and 
programs that can help 
you succeed both in and 
out of the classroom. 


_lassroom Behavio: 


The SSC can help you with: 


Life Planning 


Career Exploration 
Acadernic Resources 
nd Expex tations 


a 
Financial Literacy and Planning 


Student Clubsand Involvement 


Lawrence Campus in 


RoomL109 


Vionday — Friday 
8:30 a.m.—5 p.m. 


978-738-7480 
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Spring fashion forward GSA holds 
bake sale 


Spring and summer 
outfit ideas 


By ASHLEY SCHENA 
Correspondent 


With the awakening of spring 
and summer in the air, it's easy to 
get caught up in wearing your old, 
unfashionable clothes during the 
warmer seasons. 

Colors, patterns and new looks 
are debuting this season to bring 
life and cheer into your wardrobe. 

If you're a female, you've prob- 
ably made it a goal of yours to 
come to school every day dressing 
to the nines. Well, I applaud you for 
your efforts, but to dress nice, it 
doesn't take as much as you'd think. 

For females, loose, wavy curls 
and tendrils of hair are actually 
much more attractive to the male 
race than we'd like to think. The 
more natural your hair looks, the 
more attractive it is, just like make- 
up application. 

When addressing clothing, this 
season is welcoming back the color 
white! White looks great on almost 
anyone and can be paired with any 
other color to add more oomph to 
your outfit. 


White pants and a light yellow 
top with loose brown sandals is a 
great pick. You could also pair a 
white pair of Capri pants with a 
purple blouse for a little more 
romantic feeling. 

Plaid is out this season, but ver- 
tical and horizontal stripes are not! 
Wear your cutest striped dress or 
top with a pair of loose/ripped/easy 
fitted jeans or shorts and pair them 
with a cute pair of high top sneak- 
ers to really finish the outfit off. 

The beach look is 
demand. The Bohemian look is still 


in high 


appealing, only the less articles you 
have on, the better. 

Rather than loading on the 
accessories and hair garments, just 
go with a simple barrette or spray 
your hair with sea spray or sparkle 
spray to give your hair an added 
‘voila’ look! 

Sandals and colorful sneakers 
will finish off any outfit and surely 
announce to the world that you're 
ready to have fun! So what are you 
waiting for? 

Stop sitting there reading all 
those Cosmopolitan articles, go to 
your closet and create! 

Be as creative as you'd like! 
There are no limitations, only the 
ones you put on yourself. 


MCT Campus Photo 
Remember that part of 
looking good is having 
fun. 


Be you, be sexy, be happy and 
have fun. 


Funds benefit 
National Day of 
Silence 


By ADRIAN GONZALEZ 
Correspondent 


Members of NECC’s Gay 
Straight Alliance club held a bake 
sale on Wednesday, which was held 
in the lobby of the Spurk building. 

The bake sale was held as a 
means to help benefit the National 
Day of Silence. 

The National Day of Silence is 
a nationwide event which calls 
attention to the problem of anti- 
LGBT behavior that plagues our 
country. Its purpose is to help bring 
a stop to the bullying and name 
calling against students who con- 
sider themselves LGBT. 

This is done by having students 
of all grades, ranging from middle 


school to college, take a vow of 


silence. The vow is to exemplify 
how strong the act of being silent is 
in contrast to speaking out against 
the gay community. It is also done 


in an effort to encourage class- 
mates to do the same and stand up 
for the rights of LGBT students. 
“We are trying to get the word 
out as much as possible”, said GST 
member Leticia Coronado. “It’s 
really a day where we have the 
opportunity to make people aware 
of the bullying done against kids of 
all sexual orientations. It’s impor- 
tant that they feel safe in school.” 
The GST sold various types of 
baked sweets to help raise money 
for the benefit. The 
ranged from brownies to chocolate 


selection 


almond cookies and even chocolate 
covered popcorn. 

The club also funded the event 
by selling red tee shirts for $5. 
participated in the 
event for the last four years or so”" 
said NECC student Sigrid Rachet. 
It’s a great way of getting the word 
out, and I think that in time it’s 


“T have 


going to have a huge impact in the 
way kids treat each other in and out 
of school. 

The National Day of Silence 
will take place on Friday, April 
20th, which is about two weeks 
away. 


you and your future 


Finish your Bachelor's 
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By Bos HORAN 
Correspondent 


The Northern Essex 
Community College Knights com- 
pleted a double header sweep of 
Quinsigamond Community College 
Sunday (April 8th) at the Haverhill 
campus field, by the combined 
scores of 6-3 and 9-8. A bases 
loaded single in the bottom of the 
seventh inning of the second game 
by John Faia set off a jubilant cele- 
bration in left field and capped a 
seven day, six game winning streak 
for the Blue. 


By JOSH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


The track team is off and running 
this season. They have had a few meets 
thus far and ranked ninth this last 
weekend scoring nine points. The 
team competed this last weekend at the 
Jim Sheenan Memorial invite at 
Fitchburg state. One track athlete who 
comes highly spoken of is sophomore 
Brandon Doyle. Coach had this to say 
about Brandon, “Brandon does a little 


Sports 


Knights Roll On 


Starting with last Sunday's 
April Ist double header thrashing of 
Bunker Hill and finishing with yes- 
terday's nail biter, NECC has been a 
juggernaut. The fifth ranked hitting 
team nationally in the National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
banged out an incredible 73 runs 
over that span, averaging a little 
over 12 runs per game. If you have 
not been paying attention to the 
team this season, it is about time 
that you did 

Game by game this week: 
Sunday vs Bunker Hill 15-5 and 12- 
2, Wednesday vs Southern Mine 13- 
3, Thursday vs Roxbury 19-9, and 


finally, Saturday's sweep of the 
Wyvern. The six game winning 
streak leaves the team seven games 
over .500 and 14-7 on the year. 
Shane Beauchemin went 
the distance in the first game versus 
Quinsigamond and earned his fourth 
win of the season. Down 2-0 in the 
bottom of the second, Manny Cabral 
led off the inning with a home run 
to right center. Matt Faia and Pat 
Parker each had an RBI to give the 
Knights the lead after three. A 
Quinsigamond home run in the third 
inning tied the game at three, but 
Beauchemin clamped down and did 
not allow a run the rest of the way. 


Staying on 


bit of everything for us, whether it’s 
running or holding a sprinters block, 
he has been a true example of what we 
look for in an athlete at NECC. He 
runs anything from the 10K all the way 
down to the 100 meters, He can pretty 
much do anything we ask.” 

Brandon currently holds the 
school record for the 3000 meter but 
unfortunately this is Brandon's last 
semester at NECC.; At Fitchburg last 
weekend in the Men’s 400 meter hur- 
dles, Anthony Giorgi finished 10th 
with a time of 1:01.52. As a team in the 


Nort 
8 Community College 


is the Time to 


for Your Classes 


and Complete Your 


Paperwork 


Register for your classes and complete your financial 
aid paperwork before you leave for the semester. 
Meet with your assigned advisor which can be found 
on self service under “Who is my Advisor?” Register 
early to get the classes and schedule you want - 


and avoid long lines! 


Current Students’ 
Registration 
April 2 - May 2 


For more information, visit 


www.necc.mass.edu/register. 


Men’s 4x100 meter relay NECC fin- 
ished 7th. Anthony Rinaldi finished 
10th in the men’s long jump, jumping 
18 feet seven inches. In the men’s 110 
meter hurdles Anthony Giorgi finished 
7th with a time of 16.50 while Gabriel 
Frais finished 13th with 
17.35. In the Men’s Javelin throw 
Daniel Busta threw for 131 feet one 
inch finishing 17th. Daniel also fin- 
ished 7th in the Men’s triple jump with 
a distance of 35 feet and 9.25 inches. 
In the Men’s 800 meter run Brandon 
Doyle placed 23rd finishing with a 


rn-Essex 


a time of 


FISHER COLLEGE 


The Knights rallied for three runs in 
the fifth and sixth innings to put 
game one away easily. 

Game two was a see-saw 
battle. Quinsigamond finally went 
ahead by one run in the top of the 
seventh inning. That set the stage 
for the frantic finish, concluding 
with John Faia's game winning RBI. 
Costas Tingas and Nick Goodin in 
relief combined to stave off 
Quinsigamond for the thrilling vic- 
tory. 

This week the Knights 
play a rematch Wednesday, April 
11th versus conference rival 
Massasoit, who defeated NECC 12- 


rack 


time of 2:18.02. In the Men’s 400 
meter dash Brandon Doyle finished 
25th with a time of 1:00.65. In the 
men’s 200 meter dash Anthony Rinaldi 
finished 15th with a time of 24.21 and 
Daniel Mayers finished 28th with a 
time of 25.54. In the Men’s 100 meter 
dash Anthony Rinaldi finished 11.73 in 
10th place. I caught up with Brandon 
in the computer lab this week after the 
invite to get his input on the track team 
this season. 

Brandon had this to say 
about the team, “The team is more 


ih? 
3 i 


The Fisher 


-Convenient Transfer Process 2 
-Transfer Scholarships x 
-Located in Downtown Boston 
_--NAIA Division II Athletics 
-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


118 Beacon Street, Boston MA 02116 


7 back on March 28th. 

There is also a double header at 
home this coming Saturday, April 
14th versus Mass Bay Community 
College. Get the lawn chairs and the 
blankets, bring some food and 
refreshments and come on out to 
support the team. 

It is a great way to spend a 
sunny spring day and you will see 
some pretty darn good baseball too. 
This season for the Knights so far 
has been a homerun. 


serious this year, a. lot of the guys 
wanna qualify for nationals. So far two 
have qualified.” Brandon informed me 
that there are no women on the track 
team this season. About that Brandon 
replied “We get more focus because 
there’s just us guys, we wish there 
were some women but we get more 
time with coach.” Brandon said “All 
the guys wanna do the best they can.” 
Brandon said about this season, “It’s 
tougher this year since there are no dis- 
tricts we don’t see how other schools 
are doing.” 
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Love, Lust and Relationships 


Men need space too 


By S.J.A 
Campus Life Editor 


Weeks ago my boyfriend and | 
were supposed to go to a Black Keys 
concert. I got him tickets for his 
birthday and he had been dying to go 
ever since he unwrapped his gift. 

Days leading up to the concert 
my boyfriend had been a bit off. 
Work was becoming more stressful 
along with everything else in his life 
as well. Being a divorced father of a 
three year old was really taking its 
toll on him. His son had begun asking 
those questions that a three year 
shouldn’t be, considering the 
answers were too complex for his 
young brain to comprehend. 

With work and family stress at an 
all time high, my rock of a boyfriend 
broke down. The day of the concert 
he fell apart and said he needed some 
time to himself. After hours of tears 
and trying to understand, he left my 
house, our apartment, for a night’s 
stay at his parent’s house. No Black 
Keys for us. 

Days passed and he was still 
residing at his parents in New 
Hampshire. He commuted the hour 
to and from work and saw me when 
he saw me. Overnight I had become 
an afterthought. 

He kept telling me he needed his 

‘space. He needed to figure himself 
out. He had shelved his feelings and 
fears for so long that he had to deal 
with them. He explained that time at 
his parents house, up in the woods 
with nature, is what he needed to 
make himself right again. 

I was now a part time girlfriend 


and my boyfriend wanted to redis- 
cover his boy-scout roots. 

This didn’t seem right. 

For about two weeks we yo- 
yoed. The funny thing is, all that he 
needed was some space. 

However, when we saw me he 
was so happy and excited, but I felt 
the complete opposite. The longer I 
went without seeing him, the more 
resentful I felt. He missed me terri- 
bly, while I got used to not having 
him around. 

I sought the advice of my best 
friend. So confused, I knew the guid- 
ance of an older, wiser male would 
set me straight. He told me that such 
behavior was normal for a guy. 

“Men need their space too,” he 
explained. They need their time to be 
lazy, play video games, and clear 
their heads. He instructed me to sit 
back, lay low, and leave him be; care- 
ful to not make him feel guilty about 
taking time away. 

This concept seemed really 
strange to me. The man who lives at 
my house, who tells me everyday 
how crazy he is about me, how he 
wants to be with me forever, needs 
some time away and I’m not sup- 
posed to question it. 

Ok. 

So I gave him his space, but 
reluctantly. | was so hurt that he did- 
n’t feel better around me. I hated that 
I couldn’t fix whatever was wrong. 
He needed to be alone to work things 
out. All he kept telling me was that he 
couldn’t really explain what he was 
feeling. He just needed to reset. 

Weeks went by and we were just 
not right. 

Thinking our next step was a 


breakup I thought of my life without 
him in it. I was so content with him 
around | never considered us not 
making it. I never thought of us not 
being together. I’m very independent 
and self-sufficient. I’m smart, have a 
nice place to live, and have a good 
job. I didn’t need him around, but I 
wanted him around. 

Strangely enough, he’s back. My 
best friend was right. He just needed 
his space. I don’t know what he did 
during his weeks on his own, but 
whatever it was, it worked. He found 
the answers and peace he was look- 
ing for in the woods, I guess. He’s 
back and seems better than ever. 

We can’t explain it. He just tells 
me he’s sorry and that he will never 
leave me again. He promises never to 
put us through that again. 

Deal. 

So what do you do when your 
partner needs some space? Just give 
it to them. I once heard that if you 
love someone set them free and if 
they love you back, they’ll return. 

As much as | felt like he and I 
were headed for a breakup, he didn’t 
feel that way at all. He kept saying 
that time away would make us 
stronger. And it did. 

Sometimes, as much as I'd hate 
to admit it, time apart is a good thing. 
We all need to find ourselves and do 
the things we would normally do had 
we not had a relationship to keep up. 
Time apart proved to be good for the 
both of us. 

Next time your partner is in a 
funk, let them be. We all go through 
times when we are not ourselves and 
need to breathe a bit. Take that time 
to breathe as well. 


By Nancy Black- Tribune Media Services (MCT) 

Today's Birthday (04/11/12) - Renewal fills this year with the fragrance 
of springtime. Release old, limiting habits or perceptions to make way for new 
circumstances. Your family, friends and community are really there for you, no 
matter where you roam (and you probably will). Save money for a passion. 

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the 
most challenging. 

Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is an 8 -There is still a way to win. A 
challenge puzzles you, and you'll need to do your homework. Practice pays. 
Let your creativity loose. Do the research, and think it out. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is an 8 - You can learn whatever you 
need to know. It's an expansion phase, and an adventure or trip tempts. Accept 
invitations to visit, and let a friend teach you. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is an 8 - The more careful you are with 
the details, the better you look ... important people are watching. Consult an 
absent group member. Verify intuition with facts. Work fast. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) - Today is an 8 -- Review and revise a habit or 
routine,-and save. Stay grounded in the basics, and consult with your team of 
experts. Your touch is golden; gather up what you can. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Today is an 8 - Keep your money in your pocket 
for now. You're too busy to spend it anyway, at least for the next few days. A 
moment of planning saves hours. Tell someone how much you care. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is a 9 - Don't let anyone coax you off 
track. You're creating a positive buzz. Let go of a preconception, and consult 
a wise friend. A two-day romantic phase begins. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - Today is a 9 - Turn it down if your mate thinks 
it's beneath you. Discipline gives you more time to play. There is ample oppor- 
tunity for making creative changes at home. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Noy. 21) - Today is a 7 - Entering a learning phase, 
you're getting more awesome. And there's room for romance. Reassure a loved 
one and guard their dream. It turns out well in the end. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 9 - You're being pushed to take 
action. Accept the invitation as you see fit. Don't throw money at a problem. 
Find harmony by listening to others and adjusting the tone. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is an 8 - Reconsider the methods 
that don't work, and continue using those that do. Listen to your heart and pro- 
ceed with passion. Take on something new. Learn to juggle. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is a 6 - Your capability to concentrate 
increases. It's a good time to plan your next move. Don't let pressure get to 
you. Take short meditation breaks. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 7 - Pay attention to other people's 
arguments. Some of their ideas might work. Get social for the forseeable 
future, and allow your friends to contribute. 


The wedding day survival kit 


By ALEXIA ELEJALDE- 
RuIz 


MCT Campus 


- CHICAGO - No matter how 
meticulously you plan the flowers, 
the music and the seating chart, your 
wedding day has a way of throwing a 
curveball - such as when your college 
roommate, seized by a moment of 
OMG-I-can't-believe-you're-getting- 
married! enthusiasm, accidentally 
sloshes her red wine onto your wed- 
ding dress. 

Wedding planner Mindy Weiss, 
who has orchestrated the weddings of 
celebrities such as Ellen DeGeneres, 
Gwen Stefani and Hilary Duff, has 
witnessed enough such mini-crises to 
bring a Tide stain-lifting stick to 
every job. Also helpful to have on 
hand, Weiss said: safety pins to reat- 
tach a bustle that has been torn at the 
seams while dancing. 

Weiss, who sells a 24-item 
"SHEmergency Kit" ($30 at shop- 
mindyweiss.com) to help brides han- 
dle common mishaps, suggested 
essential items to include in a wed- 
ding-day survival kit - and we added 


a few product suggestions. 

* Folding hairbrush with mirror: 
For quick makeup, teeth and hair 
checks, this tiny compact can be a 
lifesaver. $8 at sephora.com 

* Hand lotion: Cracked knuckles 
and ashy elbows don't stand a chance 
against L'Occitane's shea butter mini 
hand cream. $10 at loccitane.com 

* Mending kit (including safety 
pins): A zippered pouch with sewing 
essentials can rescue a torn veil, your 
groom's loose buttons and myriad 
other clothing malfunctions. $10.50 
at rei.com 

* Double-sided garment tape: 
Hide bra straps, execute a last-minute 
hem and keep fabric (and body parts) 
in place with the varied sizes and 
shapes of double-sided tape in the 
Lacebugz wedding adhesive pack. 
$12.95 at senselingerie.com 

* Shoeshine wipes: For a last- 
minute buff, the Synovia Instant 
Shine Sponge gives gleam to any 
color and style of shoe. Also consid- 
er getting disposable shoeshine wipes 
to take care of those muddy heels. $5 
at nordstrom.com 

* Stain 
somewhere will spill something, and 


remover: Someone, 


whoever has the Tide to Go instant 
stain remover will be the hero. $3.29 
at walgreens.com 

* Deodorant wipes: You may 
never hug as many people as you do 
on this day, so smell fresh without 
fear of white residue. La Fresh has 
deodorant wipes, though its standard 
wipes (pictured) may also come in 
handy. $3.99 for pack of six at 
lafreshgroup.com 

*Breath You 


never kiss as many people as you do 


freshener: may 
on this day. $5.49 for a pack of two at 
drugstore.com 

*Facial tissues: Catch tears 
before they bring down your mas- 
cara. This site has lots of fun wed- 
ding-themed tissues. $1.65 at plate- 
sandnapkins.com. 

* Lint remover: A quick pass of 
Scotch's mini lint roller over a brides- 
maid dress or groomsman suit will 
pick up any stray hairs and flecks. 
$2.49 at cvs.com. 

Other items to include: 

Earring backs 

Hair spray 

Emery board 

Pain reliever 


Adhesive bandages/blister band- 
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Your wedding is one of the most important days of 
you life, but having a survival kit like the one pictured 


above is critical should an accident occur. 
Dental floss/toothpicks 
Static remover 


ages 
Clear nail polish 
Nail polish remover Clear hair elastics 


Lip balm Drinking straws 
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Five things ..... never 
to share in class 


Cheers 


é ees 


clubs that keep holding bake 
sales. 


Cheers to ..... Those of you 
who knew that the “NECC 
Absurder” was a joke. 
Cheers to..... The NECC 
baseball team, you are doing 
such a great job! We hope to 
see you at Fenway someday. 


Cheers to ..... Six NECC 
faculty members were named 
recipients of the National 
Institute for Staff and 
Organizational Development 
(NISOD) Awards for 
Excellence, a national honor 
hich recognizes outstanding 
teachers in the country’s 
community colleges. This 
year’s recipients include 
Judith Pollock-Ciampi, Gail 
Feigenbaum, John Murray 
Betsy Pardo Jim Sullivan 
and Bill Zannini. 


On Apel 15, 1912. the “unsirkabie” 
oceaniinor hit 


Titanic timeline 


and facts 
Length “23 
Height 2 ieck 


Lteboats 


Passengers and crew 2725 


Servivers 70 


Class is a time for learning and 
for shutting your mouth. However, 
there comes a time when you have 
to open it. . 

This can lead to less than friend- 
ly encounter and glares in the hall- 
ways from classmates. Thus; here is 
a list of five things you should never 
say and/or reveal in any classroom. 

1) Your feelings on the upcom- 
ing election or on any conspiracy 
theory. 

We aren't sure why, but whenev- 
er you comment about your feelings 
on this people, are bound to hate 
you. Thus, keep your feelings to 
yoursélf. Since, for one, there really 
aren't that many people who care 
and secondly, those that do care will 
practically curse you out of class. 

2) That you are really on 
Facebook and not listening to 
your professor. 

For some reason those with 
Ph.D.'s. get really angry if you 
ignore what they are speaking 
about. Since everyone definitely 
should listen to doctors because 
they know everything. 


Ayvahas $2.78 
Titanic” BE a] 
Harry Potter and the 

Death'y Hallows Pan 2 $1.33 
Transtonmers 

Cark of the Moon $1.12 
Lord of the Ringe 

The Return of tw Kang $1.12 
Pieates of the Carooean 

Desc Chest $1.97 
Toy Story 3 $1.06 
Pirates of the Caribvean 

On Stranger Tides 4 
Star Wars. Epmode | $1.02 


The Phantcan Menace 
Abce 1 Worceriand 
£2010} 
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The interesting story of the Titanic, profits and all. 


3) Don't ever reveal that 
you are drunk or hung over from 
the night before. 

This one should be obvious, 
however some people we've had in 
class have revealed that they were 
still drunk from last night. 

On another note, don't ever tell 
anyone that you are high either. The 
professor will begin to doubt you. 

4) Be careful not to tell of your 
feelings for a professor, whom you 
think is good looking, like really 
good looking. 

For some reason professors like 
to teach and they. (for the most part) 
are much older than us. So, keep 
your feelings to yourself. 


Unless, their name is Mrs. 
Robinson. 

5) You cheated on a test or 
paper. 


First off, you shouldn't be cheat- 
ing to begin with. However, you 
definitely deserve an F if you reveal 
to the professor that all of your 
answers came from a Google 
search. 


Jeers 


Jeers to ..... Those that have 
been seen numerous times 
making out heavily in the 

Quad area. We understand that 
you are attracted to each other. 
But, please, for the love of all 

that is pure, move it behind a 

tree. 


Jeers to ..... professors that 
grade with bias if they don’t 
agree with someone’s political 
views. 


peek to": Amanda Bynes fo 
drunk driving. It is not a good 
move to drive under the influ- 
ence in general, but especially 
true if you are a former child 

star. 


Jeers to ..... People that still 
eat animals even though they 
are delicious 
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Complete your bachelor’s degree 
in early childhood or elementary 
education at Northern Essex 
Community College—Haverhill 
Campus through courses offered 
by Fitchburg State University. 
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